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Veterans Mortgage Bonds (QVMB) program to
allow eligible States to use tax-free bond pro-
ceeds to refinance the home mortgages of our
military veterans.

This legislation is necessary during our trou-
bled economic times. QVMB home loan fi-
nancing was not available to newly discharged
veterans returning home from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan until passage of the Heroes Earning
Assistance Relief Tax Act of 2008 (H.R. 6081)
in the 110th Congress.

Prior to 2008, some veterans may have
taken out adjustable-rate mortgages (ARM) to
purchase a home during the real estate boom
earlier in the decade. It is only fair to them
that they have the same opportunity as newly
discharged veterans to take advantage of the
low-interest, fixed rate mortgages available
through QVMB financing.

For some veterans with a costly ARM or in-
terest-only mortgage, this legislation could pre-
vent a foreclosure.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this legislation includes
an inflation index to ensure the QVMB pro-
gram remains viable in the future.

| urge passage of the Veterans Home Loan
Refinance Opportunity Act.

CELEBRATING PUBLIC SERVICE
RECOGNITION WEEK
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OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize our Nation’s public servants and thank
them for their invaluable contributions to our
country.

In every community, federal employees
work to make sure the government is effec-
tive, promote the common good and keep us
safe. They are the people you call when you
need help. As we celebrate Public Service
Recognition Week, which started on Sunday,
May 5, and ends on Saturday, May 11, | rise
to express my gratitude to our civil servants
for their tireless dedication and service.

Federal employees often get little recogni-
tion for their work, despite the fact that day in
and day out many of them are repeatedly put
in dangerous situations. From the Customs
and Border Patrol and DEA agents working to
combat illegal immigration and human traf-
ficking and drug runners, to the FBI agents
rescuing children who have been kidnapped
and finding suspected terrorists—federal em-
ployees perform vital jobs that make our coun-
try a safer and better place.

Every day intelligence agents and Foreign
Service officers on the front lines of duty sac-
rifice to defend democracy and keep us safe.
The CIA agents who coordinated the raid to
kil Osama bin Laden are federal employees.
On the evening of the September 11, 2012
terrorist attack on the U.S. mission in
Benghazi, Libya, the Foreign Service officers
representing our government at the consulate
and annex where the attack occurred were
federal employees.

In addition to providing security abroad, fed-
eral employees regularly risk their lives to pro-
tect us here at home. Just last month, FBI and
ATF agents worked diligently to track down
the suspects in the Boston Marathon bomb-
ings. Without their hard work, we could not
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bring the individuals responsible for these un-
speakable acts to justice.

It is also important to recognize that many
federal employees who are not directly in
harm’s way graciously serve our Nation.
Nurses and doctors at the VA who care for
our veterans and wounded warriors, medical
researchers at NIH searching for a cure for
cancer, diabetes, Alzheimer’s, and autism are
all federal employees. The FDA inspectors
who trace E. coli and salmonella outbreaks to
ensure that our food is safe to eat are federal
employees.

There are federal employees who propel our
country to the forefront of scientific advance-
ments. Scientists at Department of Energy
labs, NASA astronauts, engineers and sci-
entists all work to keep America competitive in
the increasingly global economy. Meteorolo-
gists at weather service storm centers track
hurricanes, tornadoes, tsunamis, and blizzards
so that we can prepare for inclement weather
and natural disasters.

Defense civilian riggers, machinists, re-
fuelers, and engineers who repair sophisti-
cated electronic weaponry systems at our
Army depots, Air Force bases, and shipyards
are the federal employees who support our
military personnel. Air traffic controllers work
to make sure we are safe when we travel.
Federal firefighters protect homes and busi-
nesses when a lightning strike sets a national
forest on fire. Park Service rangers facilitate
safe hiking and camping in our national parks
and tours of our national battlefields.

These are but a few of the essential serv-
ices federal employees provide. | hope my col-
leagues will join me in thanking them for their
service to ensure the safety and security of
our Nation.

—————
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on April 27th, in
Montgomery, Alabama, leaders of the civil
rights movement and the Southern Poverty
Law Center came together to dedicate the
Mike Stoller and Corky Hale Stoller Civil
Rights Memorial Theater.

It is appropriate that the theater is named
for Mike and Corky because of their ongoing
commitment to the civil rights movement. The
Stollers are two of kind—in music, in activism,
in their generosity of spirit.

Since the day Corky came to Mike’s studio
to record demos as a musician, they have
been partners in every sense of the word:
fighting together for liberty and justice for all,
for the basic dignity of every human being.

Mike and Corky’s values run deep. They are
tireless in their work. They are idealistic and
compassionate, dedicated and determined.
They know what they believe and recognize
what's needed to follow through and get the
job done. Thanks to their boundless energy,
their beautiful relationship with one another,
and their friendship with so many others, they
have made a difference in advancing the
cause of civil rights.

At the opening of the theater dedicated in
their names, we heard Chairman Emeritus of
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the NAACP Julian Bond’s extraordinary pres-
entation of how African Americans influenced
and shaped musical history from around World
War |l to the days of Elvis Presley and be-
yond.

Through the story of music, he told the story
of the civil rights movement—how music pop-
ular among Americans emerged from the com-
positions well-known among African Ameri-
cans; how the attraction of American teen-
agers in the 1950s to traditionally African-
American styles helped advance the move-
ment and break down barriers among races.

What a fitting tribute to Mike and Corky
Stoller, whose music made them famous and
whose compassion made them special. When
Mike joined Jerry Leiber to write “Hound Dog,”
“Jailhouse Rock,” and countless other hits, he
was helping sow the seeds of an effort that
would connect communities through music,
that would transform American culture, and
that would grow with Mike and Corky’s leader-
ship for the cause of justice.

Now, Mike and Corky’s names will remain
inscribed on the Civil Rights Memorial Theater
in Montgomery. Their legacy will be inter-
twined with the names of the men, women,
and children remembered at the memorial,
who gave their lives in the cause of freedom.
Their theater will stand tall alongside the Wall
of Tolerance and the wheel of water that re-
minds us of the biblical charge to “let justice
roll down like waters, righteousness like a
mighty stream.”

At this theater and across the country, may
all Americans associate the names of Mike
Stoller and Corky Hale Stoller with their con-
tributions to music and their leadership for civil
rights.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MR. ARTURO
ALBERTO DIAZ, SENIOR OWNER’S
REPRESENTATIVE FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION, MILITARY SEA-
LIFT COMMAND
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. PETERS of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the extraordinary con-
tributions of Mr. Arturo Alberto Diaz, a public
servant of the highest caliber who dedicated
his entire life to the service of our nation. Over
a career that exceeded three decades, Mr.
Diaz selflessly served the United States Navy
shipbuilding and maritime industry, contrib-
uting directly to the delivery of over 40 ships
to the nation’s maritime forces. Mr. Diaz
passed away on December 24, 2012, but he
has left behind a long and lasting legacy to
our nation—both through his unparalleled
technical contributions to the strength and
flexibility of our Navy’s surface fleet and
through the generation of professionals that he
has mentored throughout his time in federal
service. Today, it is my great honor to recog-
nize his achievements and thank his wife and
family for his service.

Mr. Diaz’s pursuit of a life of public service
began in 1972 at the Admiral Farragut Acad-
emy in New Jersey, where he spent three
years and ultimately achieved the Battalion
Executive Officer position his senior year.
Upon graduation, he entered the United States
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